
  

Communication from William Pratt, The Limpsfield Club Chairman: 

It is with regret that due to the Government’s announcement today, Friday 20th 

March, that all indoor activities will cease from tonight. This includes, the gym, 

squash/racketball, badminton and the closure of the bar & lounge facilities. 

However, currently the outdoor facilities & courts can remain open unless the 

government directs us otherwise. Outdoor sport can be conducted by maintaining a 

social distance from one player to another and on the basis that it will help towards 

keeping us fit and healthy with this outdoor exercise. 

The following measures and guidance now apply with immediate effect; 

1. Outdoor Members may continue to arrange their games on the outdoor courts 

at their own discretion and all members including ‘Indoor’ & ‘Table Tennis’ 

category members have been granted an Outdoor use membership. 

2. Access to the Outdoor Facilities will only be possible via the ‘Side Gate’ – 

code ‘4028’ and there will be no access via the Foyer. 

3. Coaches will continue to offer coaching on the Outdoor Courts at theirs and 

their client’s own risk/discretion. 

4. Only the Club’s washroom facilities will remain open for the purposes of Hand 

Washing and the Club House and any other indoor area MUST NOT be 

used by members to congregate in close proximity to each other.  

5. Members may bring any refreshments they need with them but these must 

only be consumed outside. (The Club will shortly be erecting an 8m x 4m 

gazebo). 

6. Adopting best practice in relation to hygiene, especially before and after 

games/training sessions, including but not limited to: 

 Players should wash hands before and after an outdoor play session without 

exception (or use an alcohol gel if washing hands is not possible) 

 Clean and wipe down equipment, including rackets, courtside benches, 

cones. Do not allow racket sharing or use of communal rackets 

 For tennis balls, consider using new balls where possible, and consider using 

a small number of balls for a lesson so fresh balls can be used for each 

session; achieve this in a financially feasible way, coaches can consider using 

a small number of balls (1-2 cans) for a lesson so fresh balls can be used for 

each session 

 Adaptations to drills will be needed, such as the use of live ball drills over 

basket drills; furthermore, it is recommended that only coaches touch the balls 

and players avoid touching the balls 

 Avoid touching your face (eyes, nose & mouth) 

 Follow cough etiquette (i.e. maintain distance, cover coughs and sneezes with 

disposable tissues or clothing and wash hands).  

 Maximize your space between each other. 

 Refrain from handshakes & hi-fives. 



Clearly if you have a high temperature or a new continuous cough or if you 

have been in contact with anyone displaying these symptoms, members and 

staff are asked to stay at home for 7 days(14 days if they live with someone) 

and refrain from visiting the Club in that time (‘Stay at home’ advice). 

I, the Main Committee and staff will do everything we can make your Outdoor 

exercise fun whilst maintaining a safe environment so that you can continue to play 

at your Club. I therefore ask you to follow the above guidance.  

 These are indeed difficult times for all of us, for our Club, for the country and 

globally - we must look out for each other and help where we can. 

Our Club is a ‘member’s club’ run for the benefit of the members - we are what 

makes ‘The Limpsfield Club’.  

When we get through the other side of this most challenging period, the Club will be 

there to provide us all with great facilities, great coaches & staff and valued 

friendships that we enjoy so much, but this can only be possible with our continued 

support of ‘The Limpsfield Club’. 

There will clearly be further communications to follow shortly but I wanted to keep 

you all informed resultant from these latest developments. 

Stay fit, stay healthy and above all stay safe.  

 William Pratt 

20th March 2020 
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