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Guidance for Members 
COVID-19: RETURN TO RESTRICTED PLAY 

Effective Saturday 16th May 2020 
 
In line with Government guidance and specific advice from the LTA, we are now able to permit members 
to play tennis on a limited number of courts and only if we strictly adhere to the following key guidelines. 
Play is limited to no more than two people per court (other than where players are from the Same-
Household in which case ‘Doubles’ is permitted). Individual Tennis coaching is also able to resume.  
 
We have assessed the club’s footprint and will allow play on 8 courts bookable by members on ClubSys 
and 2 further courts dedicated to tennis coaching (and when not in use by the coaches are also available 
to members).  
The clubhouse remains 100% CLOSED and there will be no washing, drinking or toilet facilities at the 
club.  
 
Main Committee will continue to monitor the latest changes and updates provided by the Government 
and the LTA  (https://www.lta.org.uk/globalassets/news/2020/lta-guidance-for-tennis-players---covid-
19.pdf ) and adjust these protocols accordingly. 
 
“Book online, play, leave!” 

 SINGLES: Same-Household or Not-the-same-Household players 

 DOUBLES: ONLY permitted for Same-Household players 

 KEYPAD CODE: XXXXX 

 2 metre rule and stay Left along pathways 

 No need to sweep courts after play 

 Fair use policy and leave immediately after play 

 Use sanitizer gel regularly and clean equipment 

 Own balls with name/mark on 

 Bring your own water/drink and take away your litter 

 No spectating and No social activity 
 
GENERAL COVID 19 ADVICE – Please do NOT visit the club under the following circumstances: 

 If you or a family member have been out of the country in the last 14 days. 

 If you have been around someone with symptoms of Covid-19 in the last 14 days. 

 If you or a family member are in a period of self-isolation under the current Health Policy Rules. 

 If you or a family member are displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 

 If a member becomes unwell after playing, they should first contact their GP/HSE and then inform 
the club as soon as practically possible. 

 
GENERAL CLUB ADVICE 

 At Main Committee’s discretion, any member repeatedly not following the directives will be asked 
to leave and your booking rights will be removed. Breaches of these rules may result in your 
membership being suspended or terminated.  

 Everyone must act responsibly, always use their common sense and ultimately adhere to the 

government guidelines on social distancing (2 metre rule).  

 This is a new system and we will initially run a ‘fair use’ policy until we can assess demand. Please 
try to only book and play a maximum of 2-3 times per week in order to permit ALL our members, 

https://www.lta.org.uk/globalassets/news/2020/lta-guidance-for-tennis-players---covid-19.pdf
https://www.lta.org.uk/globalassets/news/2020/lta-guidance-for-tennis-players---covid-19.pdf
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both indoor and outdoor, to enjoy some much-desired exercise at the club. ClubSys has been 
restricted to 3 sessions per week per person (calculated as Monday to Sunday). 

 If members can show an awareness to other users with Members to spreading their times of use. 
If adults & juniors are able to play in the day, it will give the office workers more & fair access in 
the evenings. 

 By booking on ClubSys, you (as a member of the Limpsfield Club) fully accept these conditions of 
play (Guidance for Members). You agree to fully indemnify The Limpfield Club against any 
potential harm, loss or damages resulting from playing tennis/visiting the club during the lock-
down easing period. By booking on ClubSys, the Member accepts full liability for their actions and 
takes full responsibility for those with them at all times, whether on court or around the club.  

 Parents must ensure that children behave correctly, fully adhere to the guidelines, and stay on the 
court booked.  

 We suggest that you use the facilities at home and wash your hands before arrival.  We encourage 
members to bring their own sanitizer gel and to use the gel provided at the club. Players should 
sanitise their hands at every opportunity possible. Make sure that you wash your hands 
thoroughly upon return home and don't touch your face in-between.  

 Bring your own water/drink as the clubhouse will be off limits including all outdoor taps. 

 Rubbish bins and seating has been purposely removed. Please take all litter with you and do not 
use any benches or seats to avoid contamination. 

 Indoor members are welcome to play tennis during this ‘extraordinary’ period. Clubsys has been 
altered accordingly to allow you to book courts online. We have also set up a badminton net on 
Court 1 (next to the mini-tennis court) and this can be booked Court 1 for either for badminton or 
as a mini tennis court for junior play.  

 The Rebound Wall is also bookable for either Squash Fit, Tennis and Basketball (the later only for 
those from the same household because of use of a common basketball). 

 Spectating is not permitted, and no social activity should take place on site. 
 
ACCESS TO AND AROUND THE CLUB 

 Entry Gate: Please can the First member on site each day and Last member sanitise before and 
after touching handles and the keypad, etc in order to open/close the entry gate to begin or 
conclude that days play. Otherwise, as a rule please try to leave the entry gate ajar during the 
daytime, using the ‘handled plastic water container’ provided to keep it open. However, if you are 
ever in doubt, please secure the premises by closing the entry gate. If possible, use your foot or 
racket to avoid touching it. 

 Access to all courts is via the side gate from the car park; KEYPAD CODE: XXXXX. 

 Please try to follow a one-way route in and out of the club. Even if the pathways are not marked 
up, always walk on the LEFT side of any path and stop/wait for others to pass, especially in the car 
park.  

 Do not arrive too early and wait for your booking time inside the club. Please arrive no more than 
5 minutes before your booking starts in order to guarantee free access. Please wait in your car if 
need be.   

 Please try to park leaving a free space between cars. If players must park next to another car, they 
should wait for the other person to exit or enter before doing so themselves. 

 Courts available to book/for coaching:  
o The caged Practice Wall (access by the side of the squash court/clubhouse wall next to the mini courts) 
o Court: 1 bookable for Badminton or one mini tennis court (access by the side of the squash court/clubhouse 

wall next to the mini courts) 
o Court: 2 (access through the single mini-court and via the end of Courts 1 and 4) 
o Court: 5 (access through the single mini-court and directly onto Court 5) 
o Court: 6 (access at the far side, down the path along 6-8, directly onto Court 6) 
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o Court: 8 (access via the patio, directly onto Court 8) 
o Court: 9 (access directly onto Courts 9/10, down the path along 6-8 
o Court: 11 (access directly onto Court 11, down the path next to the squash courts) 
o Court: 12 (access directly onto Court 12, down the path next to the squash courts) 
o Court: 13 (access directly onto Court 13, down the path next to the squash courts) 

o COACHING Court: 14 (access directly onto Court 14, down the path next to the squash courts) 
o COACHING Court: 15 (access directly onto Court 15 via the path next to Court 14, down the main path next to 

the squash courts) 
 Players should enter the court, one at a time.  

 Members are advised to bring & use their own hand sanitiser or personal protective equipment 
such as gloves when using the entry keypad system. 

 Where attendance of a parent/guardian (non-participant) of a player is required, it should be 
limited to one per player, with social distancing strictly observed. The parent/guardian (non-
participant) is not permitted to stay and watch a session but can intermittently check on their 
children. Ideally, Parents/guardians (non-participant) should only drop off and pick up players (i.e. 
take the child to the designated court to play or for registration with the coach) and leave the 
club, go for a walk or sit in the car. 

 We must all remember that no social interaction is permitted, book online, play, leave! 
 
BOOKINGS AND MEMBER TRACING 

 All members should ensure that their contact details are correct otherwise they should 
immediately update them within ClubSys – Log On – go to ‘Online Court Booking’, select ‘My 
Details’ then ‘Membership’ and here you can update your address and contact telephone 
numbers & email address.  

 ALL members must book a court online. Do not use the App (as requires updating to GooglePlay 
& the AppStore from all the changes made) and follow the link to our Website for ‘Online Court 
Bookings https://www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk/club-member-logon.php - click ‘Court Booking’ then 
to group & see all the available Courts click ‘**Covid 19 Bookable Courts’ 

 We will be re-emailing out to you your online booking ‘Username’ and ‘Password’. 

 You cannot & must not just turn up and play.  

 If booking for a child, the fee paying adult needs to make the booking. 

 You must also enter the name of the person you are playing against. For a family playing doubles, 
please record the other adult or eldest child’s name. 

 The club will then be able to maintain an accurate record of who is playing and when. The coaches 
will separately document their sessions as well. This will help with contact tracing if necessary. 

 You can book and pay for floodlights as normal, online.  

 Bookings have been adjusted on ClubSys to 45, 60 & 90 minute booking slots, running between 
7.30am and 9.30pm daily. Please select a court with a playing slot length that fits best with your 
desired play period. All booking start times have been carefully staggered to help ease congestion 
and avoid member contact.  

 We urge members to respect the booking timings. Once your booking time has ended, please 
leave the courts immediately without sweeping and promptly leave the club after play so that 
the next booking not only has free access to the club but also an empty court too. We have 
allowed for members to play for 45, 60 & 90 minutes and then allowed for a further 5 minutes to 
pack up and promptly exit the club.  

 Bookings will continue on a 14 day forward booking cycle.  

 Limit play to 3 times per week in line with our 'fair use' policy.  

 For the time being there will be no fees chargeable to members for bookings & court usage 
(other than normal floodlight fees - £6.60/h). As raised before, Membership Subscriptions have 
not been re-started nor has a time credit been added for the ‘close-down’ so this time & usage is 

https://www.limpsfieldtennis.co.uk/club-member-logon.php
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currently being offered for free to all ‘Rackets’ members. However, a ‘facility usage fees’ will need 
to be applied at some point and it will therefore be subject to review & change by the Main 
Committee as they see fit. You will, of course, be informed of any changes to this current ‘free-
usage’ policy. 

 
WHO IS PERMITTED TO PLAY? 
Limited to no more than two people per court (other than where players are from the Same-Household) 

 You must be a current member. 

 You must have pre-booked online. 

 SINGLES: permitted for Same-Household players using one set of marked balls or Not-the-same-
Household players each with a separate set of their own marked balls. 

 DOUBLES: ONLY permitted for Same-Household players using one set of marked balls. 

 Under no circumstances should there ever be more than 4 people on a court.  

 A parent/guardian must accompany any player under 18 years to and from the club. 

 Children under the age of 14 cannot play on a court alone without an adult present, i.e. a family 
booking. Two under 14 year olds may not play singles alone, however, one under 14 year old can 
play against an unrelated adult as long as they assume responsibility for the child during play and 
have  express permission from the child’s parent/guardian. 

 
BALLS AND ON COURT PLAY 

 Everyone must bring their own set of balls (or shuttles) with their name / mark on so that you 
only touch/pick up your own balls especially if two people Not-from-the same-Household are 
playing singles. Two people Not-from-the same-Household would need TWO sets of personalised 
balls/shuttles.  

 Players from the Same-Household logically only need ONE set of personalised balls/shuttles. 

 Members using two sets of clearly marked tennis balls/shuttles should be alternated for serving 
with each player only touching their individual tennis balls/shuttles. 

• Members should use their racquet / foot to pick up balls/shuttles and hit them to their opponent 
and should avoid using their hands to pick up the balls/shuttles. 

• Members should remain apart from other members when taking a break. 
• If a ball from another court comes across, members should send it back with a kick or with a 

racquet. 
• Physical distancing should be observed throughout the period of play. Players should refrain from 

changing ends, from handshakes and high fives. 
• Equipment such as towels, food, or drink must not be exchanged between members. Members 

are encouraged to bring their own drinks and towels. 
• Members should avoid touching their face after handling a ball, racquet, gate or other equipment. 
• Members are encouraged to bring a small bottle of hand sanitizer with them and keep it in their 

pocket or bag for use. 
• Remember to sanitize your equipment when you get home. 

 
COACHING 

 Individual lessons ONLY (sisters/brothers would still have to book separate lessons, for example). 

 Andy Burgoyne (07974 449 740), Sally Taylor (07804 860810) and Glyn Limpenny (07973 169329) 
will manage courtside coaching in accordance with LTA guidance.  

 Lessons are bookable directly with the coaches via phone.  

 Balls and equipment will be supplied and cleaned thoroughly between clients. 
 
OVER 70’s 
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What is the advice for the over-70s? The official advice is relatively unclear so please take your own advice 
and make your own risk assessment as to whether you should exercise at the club.   

 From a BBC article: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52575594  

 The government's rules for the lockdown identified groups of "clinically vulnerable" people who 
should take particular care to minimise contact with anyone outside their household. They 
included those aged 70 or over, "regardless of medical conditions". 

 At the moment, the rules for this group are not different, so they are allowed out to take exercise 
or can leave their homes to go to work if they cannot work from home, but they are strongly 
advised to "take particular care". 

 This group is different from those who are defined as being "clinically extremely vulnerable". That 
group should be taking "shielding" measures and should include people with particular cancers 
and severe respiratory conditions such as cystic fibrosis. 

 People in this more at-risk group should have received a letter from their GP, and the measures 
that they are supposed to take are more severe, including not leaving their homes at all and 
remaining in lockdown until at least the end of June. 

 
“Book online, play, leave!” … and enjoy! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52575594

