
Almost 2 weeks has passed since I had to announce the temporary closure of our 

Club. In my role as Chairman these pass 10 years plus, I never ever expected that I 

would have to perform such a sad duty.  

Though this is a temporary measure and until we are permitted to re-open our Club, 

your support has never been more appreciated than during this very difficult time. 

  

However, I am writing to you now because I wanted to update you in what we have 

been doing at the Club. 

  

I wish first to express our enormous gratitude to all those of you who are paying your 

renewals and for maintaining your payments during these challenging times. We are 

overwhelmed with thanks and your kind actions will help ‘The Limpsfield Club’ to 

come back strongly when permissible. 

  

Nick has confirmed previously that once we have a re-opening date that all 

memberships will receive a time credit calculated from the 20th March ‘20.  

  

In the event of you suffering financial hardships at this difficult time may I ask you to 

PLEASE DO NOT CANCEL YOUR DIRECT DEBIT (as this would need to be just 

set up again later) and to contact Chrissie on chrissie@limpsfieldtennis.co.uk and we 

can make the necessary adjustments. 

  

In the early days of the Club’s closure, both the bar and office staff worked very hard 

to ensure the professional closing down of the bar, the catering, all the playing 

facilities and the office. The staff in each case have been furloughed at the earliest 

opportunity so that the Club’s overhead costs can be kept to a minimum.  

The furlough process will be concluded this Friday 3rd April in order that the Club 

may take full advantage of the government’s Corona Virus Job Retention Scheme 

However, this will mean that there will be a reduction in capacity from the office to 

respond to queries. Please therefore bear with us and understand that Chrissie will 

need to primarily be concentrating on those membership emails from those with 

financial concerns. 

  

We were also very concerned for our coaches and their self-employed status and as 

such, we wanted to support them in any way we could. We were therefore relieved 

that the government extended the same level of support to the self-employed as they 

did for employed staff.  

We continue to maintain regular contact with both our staff and coaches as we want 

them to feel that they can count on our continued support. 

  

We have taken advantage of the Club’s closure by fully re-sanding all the outdoor 

courts, additionally, undertaken the required two- year cutback of the hedges and we 

have also engaged Zeb to embark on cleaning the squash court walls. I should add 

that this work has been carried out safely whilst diligently following the social 

distancing measures.  

  



In these last two weeks we have had to adjust our lifestyles in a way that would have 

been unthinkable just a few weeks ago.  

However, through our collective social efforts over the next few weeks or months and 

by staying fit and healthy, we hopefully can keep our sense of humour and will return 

to our wonderful members’ club with bats or rackets in hand, ready to resume play. 

  

William Pratt 

Chairman 

3rd April '20 
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